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SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR AUTHENTICATION 
OF NETWORK USERS 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATION 

This is a continuation application of U.S. Serial No. 09/594,732, entitled “System 
and Method for Authentication of Network Users” filed on June 16, 2000, which is a 
continuation of U.S. Serial No. 09/315,128, entitled “System and Method for 
Authentication of Network Users” filed on May 20, 1999, now U.S. Patent No. 6,263,447 
B1 issued on July 17, 2001. 

This application is also a continuation of U.S. Serial No. 09/315,130 filed May 
20, 1999 now U.S. Patent No. 6282658 B2, entitled “System and Method for 
Authentication of Network Users with Preprocessing,” issued on August 28, 2001, and 
U.S. Serial No. 09/315,129, entitled “System and Method for Authentication of Network 
Users and Issuing a Digital Certificate” filed on May 20, 1999. 

These documents are herein incorporated by reference. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The invention relates to electronic communications, and more particularly to 
authenticating the identity of network users. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

A variety networks are used today. Computer networks include local area 
networks (LANs), metropolitan area networks (MANs), wide area networks (WANs), 
intranets, the Internet and other types of networks. Communication networks include 
those for conventional telephone service, cellular networks of different varieties, paging 
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services and others. Networks are used for many purposes, including to communicate, to 
access data and to execute transactions. For many reasons, including security, it is often 
necessary to confirm or authenticate the identity of a user before permitting access to data 
or a transaction to occur on the network. 
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